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21st Century Conflict and Security Environme
Weak States, Armed Groups, Irreqular Conflicts

A General CharleKrulak observed in a 1997 speech at the
National Press Club that conflict and war in the future would
be ANot Li ke Yesterday. o

A N [ Wopponents will not allow us to fight the son of Desert
Storm...Our most dangerous opponents will challenge us
asymmetrically in ways against which we are least able to
bring strengthtobeaa s we wi tnessed Mo

A The Commandant proved prescient! But in 1997 he was out c
step with those U.S. security institutions responsible for the
conduct of warfare, diplomacy, and intelligence.



A A paradigmshift in war has undoubtedlyoccurred from armies

>

with comparableforcesdoing battle to a confrontationbetweena

rangeof combatantgstateand non-stateg usingdifferenttypesof

weaponspftenimprovised The old paradigmwasthatof interstate
iIndustrializedwar. Thenewoneis the paradigmof waramongsthe

peopl@ [It] cantake placeanywhere in the presenceof civilians,

againsteivilians, in defenseof civilians.

GeneralRupertSmith-FormerDeputy SACEUR and authorof The Utility of
Force TheArt of Warin the ModernWorld

This is a different kind of fighte Our strategycannotbe focused
one destroying insurgent forces our objective must be the
population In the struggleto gain the supportof the people,every
action we take must enablethis efforte [W]e must interact more
closely with the population and focus on operationsthat bring
stability, while shieldingthemfrom insurgentviolence,corruption,
andcoercion [This] demands persistenpresence

General StanlelcChrystat-Former Commander, US Forces/International
Security Assistance Force, Afghanistan
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The type conflict that GeneralKrulak sawemergingin the 199Gs,
that General Smith dealt with in Northern Ireland, Bosnia, and
Kosovo, and that GeneralMcChrystalfound in the Afghanistan
Pakistan war all diverged from the 20th century ni nt e |
Industrializedw a rthat they had learnedto fight during the Cold
War.

And these conflicts will be a pervasivepart of a 21st century
Internationalsecurity environmentin which conflict and war will
differ markedlyfrom the ways it wasthoughtaboutand prepared
duringmostof the 20th century

Consequentiythe 21st centuryconflict and security paradigmwill
beii N dikie Yesterdayo

Our_guestionfor today hWhatarethesedifferencesandchanged
conditionsthat characterizehe 21st centuryconflict and security
e nvi r o nonanswerlvall | will presenta brief synopsisof
thefindingsfrom our report
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The 2ZF Century Is Different

The world haschangedBut the patternsof conflict are not unpredictabldout
discernable

Predominantind persistentrregularconflict challengeare arisingfrom armed
groupsand other non-state actors,sometimesaidedby authoritarianregimes,
usingirregulatacticsaandmethods

Thesenon-stateandstateactorsaredevelopingo-operativerelationshipsanging
from defactocoalitiongo looseaffiliationsmagnifyinghe challengetheypose

They foster complexirregularconflict environmentsat the local,regionaland
evengloballevels

The environmengeneratingheserregularchallengeghe largenumberof weak
andfailingstateswill not waneanytime soon



